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A down-to-the-studs 
renovation, complete with 
a chef’s kitchen, transforms  
a River North townhouse 
into a swanky home base 
for the young restaurateur 
behind El Hefe. 

BY TATE GUNNERSON  

PHOTOGRAPHY BY  

HEATHER TALBERT

Jon Wright knows a 
thing or two about creating a 
swanky environment. He and 
his partners at Riot Hospitality 
Group designed their first local 
restaurant, El Hefe, on their own, 
and they’ve since opened a bevy of 
locations of the buzzy restaurant 
around the country. But when 
it was time to design his four-
level River North townhome, the 
entrepreneur decided to turn to an 
expert, and hired interior designer 
Suzan Hadaway (suzanhadaway.
com) to help him achieve the cozy 
industrial vibe that he envisioned.  
“I got 60 to 70 percent there, 
but I’m just not good at the final 
touches,” Wright admits. “Suzan 
and I connected right away. She 
just got it.”

Working with general 
contractor Zach Lawrens, 
Hadaway took the unit down 
to the studs to incorporate 
a sculptural glass-and-steel 
stairway in place of the original, 

and a much more spacious 
kitchen that includes a fireplace, 
plenty of wine refrigeration and a 
built-in banquette where Wright 
enjoys drinking his morning 
coffee. Handmade subway tile 
with a beautiful undulating 
quality evokes a classic feeling 
that complements the stone on 
the massive island, which has a 
handscraped walnut edge at the 
corner where people sit and eat. 
“It’s a much larger island than 
you’d normally see,” Hadaway 
says, “but the wood edge 
breaks it up, so it doesn’t feel so 
monolithic.”

The multifunctional island 
also balances the oversize 
sectional in the open living room. 
It’s the only piece from Wright’s 
existing collection that Hadaway 
decided to reuse, although she 
had it reupholstered with tufted 
seat cushions. A small plush 
rug layered over a large black 
sisal one grounds the space and 
complements the embossed leather 
nesting tables and accent pillows. 

Concept

“Jon wanted a loungy, pit-like 
space with tons of seating,” she 
explains. “It’s quite comfy.”

In the adjoining dining 
area, Hadaway paired a simple 
farmhouse table with a mix of 
chairs and a long bench to break 
things up. An antiqued mirror 
hangs above a floating counsel 
table and reflects the soft glow 

Clockwise from left: The office has dark walls  
and many industrial elements, such as a pair of 

shelving units and a desk with a reclaimed rubber 
top. “He’s in a flashy world of restaurants and 

clubs, so I wanted his office to be really cool,” says 
designer Suzan Hadaway; a mix of lighting still jives 

together in the dining area; a chandelier from Moooi 
makes a statement in the master bathroom, which 
also features subway tile with a watery glaze; light 
fixtures from Circa Lighting and Rejuvenation pair 

well and continue the industrial vibe in the kitchen.
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from a fantastical chandelier—
the first thing people see when 
they reach the stairway landing. 
“The fixture set the tone for the 
space,” she explains. “It’s fun and 
makes a huge statement.”

It’s one of many over-the-
top pieces that add excitement 
to the otherwise neutral interior, 
including a posh wet bar with an 
antiqued glass backsplash in the 
family room, a pair of chairs with 
a vibrant pop art-inspired fabric 
in Wright’s dark and moody 
office, and a colorful abstract 
wallcovering in the powder room. 
Although Wright was unsure 
how the trippy design would 
look based on the sample piece, 
Hadaway lobbied hard for it. 
“This is not your typical bachelor 
pad,” she says. “There are some 
really cool finishes and materials 
that make the whole thing sing.”

In the master suite, for 
example, a custom-upholstered 
headboard is covered in the 
same tweed-like fabric as the 
chaise lounge at the foot of 
the bed. It’s been paired with 
a wood-veneered wallcovering, 
which has also been repeated 
on the fireplace at the far side 
of the room. The neutral hues 
are carried into the master bath 
through complementing large-
scale porcelain floor tile while 
the serene space is decked out 
with a steam shower, pedestal tub 
and mod lighting. “We wanted 
to create a suite-like feeling,” 
Hadaway explains. “The palette 
is earthy, and everything has a 
handsome quality.”

Wright is thrilled with 
the space, and he has already 
hosted more than a few soirees, 
including wine parties, Poker 
tournaments and a catered 
sushi gathering for his industry 
colleagues. “I love to have people 
over and show them the space,” 
he says. “Suzan took my ideas and 
made them 10 times better.” 

From top: Designer 
Suzan Hadaway 

added warmth 
and texture to 

both sitting areas 
by layering rugs 

over sisal; a wood 
veneer wallcovering 

from Maya 
Romanoff, custom 

Roman shades 
with leather piping, 

and tweed and 
plaid fabrics with 

Tibetan sheepskin 
pillows create a 

serene, masculine 
sanctuary in the 

master suite. 


